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to the spirit has been accepted everywhere. And it is preeminently the 
natural sciences of our day that have proved themselves to be the real 
ground of history and are the immense territory in which to discover 
the means of the life of the personal spirit. But if we attempt to for- 
mulate the relation of nature to spiritual life, we can have recourse to 
no other way than that of nature in history ; i. e., to accept a grand 
scheme of development, the end of which is humanity, the absolute 
center of which, again, is Christ. 

Finally, the question, Is the modern theory of development a pre- 
cursor of a new and uniform philosophy of existence ? Will this idea 
prove to be the unity in which evangelical faith and evangelical order 
of life will become purified into a higher state or order of things in our 
thought and tendencies of civilization, and all this based on God ? 

And one confession we must make which attains to unity and con- 
tinuity of Christian faith through all the changes of the thought of 
centuries. Whether we engage in metaphysics or metahistorics, that 
faith remains, that we in our religion lay hold of God himself, and the 
foundation of this faith remains the same, namely, that it is established 
on Jesus Christ our Lord ! 

This is probably the most noteworthy dogmatical article that has appeared in 
Germany for many months. Its significance is rather representative than individual. 
It was originally delivered as an address at the convention of liberal theologians held 
in October at Eisenach, and can practically be regarded as the position of advanced 
theological thought on this fundamental problem. 

Columbus, O. Geo. H. Schodde. 



The Reconstruction of Theology. By David N. Beach, D.D.; 
Bibliotheca Sacra, January 1897, pp. 108-141. 

1. The caveat of Scripture. — Had the relation of Romans to the 
canon of the New Testament, and that of Job to the canon of the Old 
Testament, been rightly apprehended, a deal of trouble would have been 
saved the world. 

The philosophical section of Romans, chaps. 1-11, contains the 
assumption, that "the invisible things of God since the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are 
made." In other words, God is self-manifesting. The order of the 
world shows him forth. But the Jew and Gentile alike failed to appre- 
hend God as he is. God's effort through the Jewish cult to recover 
the world had for its specific aim the development of an attitude of 
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faith. The worship of the Divine Spirit is manifested both in the 
psychology of individual experience and in the cosmical movements. 
Jesus, as the concrete evidence of faith in its clearest light, is the 
soul's deliverance. This is God's world. He is manifesting himself 
through it, and men are without excuse for not recognizing him. But 
some races have had a decided advantage over others in the divine 
pedagogy. However, there is no injustice in this. Paul concludes, 
more practically than logically, that all have been shut up unto disobe- 
dience in order that God may have mercy upon all. The conclusion is 
reached by 'insight, figure, and imagination. The problem of seeming 
injustice which puzzles the mind of the apostle is solved by the pro- 
phetic faculty of his heart. This faculty must be exercised in deter- 
mining any doctrine of God or of man. 

The Book of Job sustains to the Old Testament a significant relation. 
It reaches a 'conclusion somewhat analogous to that observed in 
Romans. When examined from the broad standpoint of motive the 
Book of Job is an attempt to make clear that man has not said the right 
thing concerning God. The pith of the whole document is summed 
up in a sentence : " And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken these 
words unto Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath 
is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends : for ye have not 
spoken of me the thing that is right." In fact, the right thing con- 
cerning God cannot be spoken without profoundest insight and a 
conscientious regard for all the facts. As much as to say, that the 
modest, teachable, expectant, undogmatic attitude should characterize 
the student of religion. 

These two documents with their refusal to remain in the simple 
outlines of truth, and their leaping forward into the untried ranges of 
thought by expectant faith, ought long ago to have sounded an alarm 
which should have prevented the narrowness of theology in the past. 

2. The warning from science. — God's self-revelation in nature is 
primary. No additional revelation can contravene it. The concrete is 
the most intrinsic kind of revelation. For this reason theology must 
consult science. The history of astronomy, geology, and the doctrine 
of evolution is a warning, parallel to the caveat of Scripture, against 
trusting in dogmatic assertions. Science joins with Romans and Job 
in pleading for patience, perseverance, and expectancy in the search for 
a better and better knowledge of God. 

3. The practical necessity. — It is capable of substantial proof that 
the traits of our time, its mental attitude, the unsatisfactory condition 
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of certain primary questions in theology, demand a radical, though 
tentative, reconstruction of theological science. 

4. Fundamental requirements. — Great progress has been made 
within the present century in the direction of a broader, simpler, pro- 
founder, theology. While the Germans have contributed much to this 
end, their efforts have lacked the practical directive which has been 
given in the more constructive works of English-speaking writers. 
The progressive movement has been Christocentric, in which fact lies 
its promise and glory. The time has come to accelerate the work. In 
this anticipation there are certain great foundations which cannot be 
shaken. (1) The yearning of the heart after God. (2) Christ. Theo- 
ries of his person will change. Indeed to emancipate Jesus from the 
hypotheses within which we have tried to place him is the need of 
modern theology. (3) Experience. This is the counterpart of the 
religious impulse. (4) Scripture. It is a slow deposit of the ages found 
in tradition, on monuments and cylinders, and in the sacred books of 
eastern peoples. Every Scripture inbreathed of God is inspired. 
Every Scripture is not equally valuable. The literature of the Jews 
most nearly approaches the oracular. All Scripture, however, must be 
used in furnishing a scientific basis for theology. 

The first requirement of a reconstructed theology is a scientific 
basis. In place of the present threefold basis, — fact, authority, and 
faith, — theology should have but one basis, fact. Whatever legitimately 
belongs to the other two is really only fact. Faith is an eye of the 
mind and soul, but the content of things perceived thereby must 
always be open to revision in conformity to the results of ampler and 
acuter vision. We must apply the inductive method. This requires 
a larger definition of Scripture. The inbreathing of God in man is 
not partial, but universal. Man's capacity to receive has determined 
the degree in which God has spoken to him. Scripture is endeavor- 
ing to impart a kindling of the soul. It is not a bulletin or an objec- 
tive content of knowledge. We must apprehend Scripture in its true 
function. God is to all men a Speaking Presence, leading them to 
duty, aspiration, and a greater hunger to know and live the truth. 

5. The line of direction. — A new day shall dawn for religion, when 
theology shall recognize the true function and scope of Scripture, and 
shall submit itself, without reservation, to the inductive process. In 
doing so there will be a setting aside of our a priori rubric of theolog- 
ical instruction, and an inductive, experimental study of the religious 
faculty. A theology thus grounded will pass out upon the broad 
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tablelands of theological knowledge, namely, the indwelling of God's 
Spirit, the processes of the upbuilding of spiritual life, a right Christed 
ethics, God's manifestations of himself everywhere. 

6. Discoveries and effects. — The reconstructed theology will be 
most studious and teachable. What man is, and how shall he be 
saved, will engage its consecrated and concentrated powers. The 
whole subject of the reciprocal interaction of the seen and unseen 
worlds will be patiently studied. Research and discovery will be made 
in the sphere of motive. 

This will have a real and a much-to-be-desired effect in theology. 
Many graven images, which have been wrought out with the holiest 
intent in the sphere of dogmatics, will be ground to powder. There 
will be also a sifting of men. Many who are now foremost in dog- 
matic assertion will drop out of the theological ranks. The places 
thus made vacant will be filled by men full of earnest endeavor, who 
are willing to devote their lives to the study and progress of a theology 
founded upon fact. This theology will change the world. 

Dr. Beach, at the expense of much space and labor, has endeavored to expound 
Romans and Job as notes of warning against narrowness in theology. His conclu- 
sions are more ingenious and helpful to his main thesis than true to fact. Paul may 
have, indeed did discover much of the truth of God by the means of patient "insight," 
but Romans was not written to illustrate the fact ; nor can it be so easily maintained 
that the " moral " of Job is in its protest against man's dogmatic assertions concern- 
ing God. 

The main portion of this article is in full sympathy with the present demand 
for a simple dogmatic. There is not much new material here, but a great deal of 
creditable feeling. In his avowed effort to emphasize the " factual " in theology, the 
writer does excellent service to theological science. The chief merit of the article, in 
our opinion, is not so much in its argument as in its illustration of some strong present 
tendencies. The writer's view of the scope and function of Scripture, although shock- 
ing to the bibliolater, in fact detracts nothing from the value of the Bible. The distinc- 
tion made between Christ and theories of his person is pregnant with helpful suggestion. 

Pontiac, III. Eliphalet A. Read. 



The Baptism of Polygamists in non-Christian Lands. By S. H. 
Kellogg; Presb. and Reformed Review, April 1896, pp. 285-302. 
The synod of India in November 1894 discussed this question : 
Whether, in the case of a Mohammedan or Hiridu with more than one 
wife applying for baptism, he should in all cases, as a condition of 
baptism, be required to put away all his wives but one. By a vote of 
36 to 10 the synod requested the general assembly to leave the ulti- 



